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ssChrlst ls born in Bethleheml"

Welcome to St Michael's Church, Sittingbourne. This is the service

book we use throughout the church seasons of Christmas and

Epiphany.

Christmas is one of the most important times in the Christian year.

The waiting of Advent is finally over, and at last we celebrate Christ's
becoming flesh ('incarnation').ln a little child, born of Mary and

foretold by the prophets, God has come to dwell amont us.After all,

that is ttrc meaning of 'lmmanuel' ('God with us').

Following Christmastide is another joyful season: Epiphany (which
means 'appearing' or'manifestation'). This is the time when we
celebrate another part of the story of Christ's birth - the visit of the
'wise men from the east' (Matthew 2: l), which is seen as the
manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles. Epiphany is also the time
when we celebrat,e Christ's baptism by John in the river Jordan, when
the heavens were opened and a voice declared Jesus to be Godt
beloved Son (Mark l: I l).

The season of joy'ul celebration that begins at Christmas continues
through the Sundays of Epiphany, ending with the Feast of the
Presentation (Candlemas), remembering the time when Jesus was
presented in theTemple, and recognised byAnna and Simeon as the
'light to the Gentiles'. Simeon's song, the Nunc Dimittis (Luke 2:29-32)
is still a daily part of the Churcht worship at Evensong and Night
Prayer.

Adapted 
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materiarwhich is incruded 
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A opening hymn moy be sung - we stond

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
and also with you.

Pleose sit or kneel

Almlghty God,
to whom all healts ane open,
all deslres known,
and from whom no secrets are hlddenl
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the lnsplratlon of your Holy Splrtt,
that we may perfectly Iove you,
and worthlly magnlfy your holy name;
through Chrlst our Lord.
Amen.

The Greetins

Prayer of Preoaration

Confession
Hear the words of the angel to Joseph:
'You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.'
Therefore let us seek the forgiveness of God through Jesus
the Saviour of the world.

Remember Lord, your compassion and love, for they are everlasting
Lord, have mercy. Lordl haye mercy.

Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions, but think on me in
your goodness, O Lord, according to your steadfast love.
Christ, have mercy. Chrlst have mercy.

O keep my soul and deliver me:
let me not be put to shame, for I have put my trust in you.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.



Absolution

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,

and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis ('Glory to God in the hi8hest')

We stand to sing:

Glory to God ln the hlghest
and peace to hls PeoPle on eatrh.
Lord God, heavenlY Klng
almlghty God and Father
we worshlp your we glve You thanke,
we pralse you for Your glory.

Lord fesue Chrlst, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God'
you take away the sln of the worldl
have mercy on usi
you are seated at the rlght hand of the Father:
recelve our prayer.

For you alone are the HolY One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most Highr fesus Ghrlst,
wlth the HolY SPlrit'
ln the glory of the God the Father.
Amen.

The Collect

The Readine(s)
We sit for the reoding(s)

At the end,the reoder moy soy:
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

A Graduol Hymn or Psolm moy be sung - we stond

Before the Gospel reoding
Alleluia, alleluia.TheWord became flesh and dwelt among us,

The Gospel

and we have seen his glory. AIlelula. (cf,lohn l:14)

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to...
Glory to you, O Lord

Atthe end ofthe Gospel
This is the Gospel of the Lord;
Pralce to you, O Chrlot

The Ser:mon

The Creed
We stond to declare our faith in God who is Fother,son ond Holy Spirit

We believe ln one God,
the Father, the Almlghty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that ls, seen and uhseen.

We belleve ln one Lord, fesus Chrlst,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Llght from Llght, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Belng wlth the Father;
through hlm all thlngs were made.
For us and for our salvatlon he.came down from heaven,
was lncarnate from the Holy Splrit and the Vlrgln Mary
and was made man.

We remain stonding

Ihe minister proys o short proyer thot reflects the theme of the doy
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For our sake he was cruclfled under ponfius pllate;
he suffered death and was burled.
On the thlrd day he rose agaln
ln accordance wlth the Scrlpturesi
he ascended lnto heaven
and ls seated at the rlght hand of the Fathea
Hewll! eome agaln ln glory to fudge the llvlng and the dead,
and hls klngdom wlll have no end.

We belleve in the Hoty Splrtt,
the Lord, the glver of llfe,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the son ls worchlpped and glorlfled,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We belleve ln one holy cathollc and apostollc Church.
We acknowledge one baptlsm for the forglveness of slns.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the llfe of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayers of lntercession
We sit or kneel to proy.

Ihis response may be used:
Lord, hear us. Lord, graclously hear ue.

The proyers moy end with:
Merciful Father; accept our prayers,
for the sake of your Son
our Savlour fesus Ghrlst. Amen.

The Peace
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace (lsaioh g:6)

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Preparation of the Table
An Offertory hymn may be sung - we stond
Ihe gifts ofthe people ore gothered ond presented
The nble is prepored ond breod ond wine ore ploced upon it

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,
the glory, the splendour and the maiesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All thlngs come from you,
and of your own do we glve you.

The Eucharistic Prayer (B)
The Lord is here
Hls Splrlt is wlth us
Lift up your hearts
We llft them up to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It ls rlght to glve hlm thanks and pralse

Father; we give you thanks and praise
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your livingWord,
through whom you have created allthings;
who was sent by you in your treat goodness to be our Saviour.

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh;
as your Son, born of the blessedVirgin,
he lived on earth and went about among us;
he opened wide his arms upon the cross;
he put an end to death by dying for us;

and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life;
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people.

And now we give you thanks because,
in the incarnation of theWord,
a new light has dawned upon the world,
that all nations may be brought out of darkness
to see the radiance of your glory.
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Thgrefgre.yvith angets and archangels,
and with all the company of heave-n,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
Ior ever praising you and singing:

IilY:l"ll,.|r^1ll"rd, g?.d 9f porver and mrght,heaven and earthrr-r_-- r- r, . .1* full of your glorlf.
Hosanna ln the hlghest.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the compan), of...all the saints,
may praise and gloriff you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom,and with whom,and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours,
almighty Father; flcr ever and ever.
Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
We sit or kneel to proy

Let us pray with confidence, as our Saviour has taught us,

Our Father, whlch atr ln heaven, hallowed be thy namei
thy klngdom come, thy wlll be done, ln earth as lt ls ln heaven.
Glve us thls day our dally bread.
And forglve us our trespasses,
ae w6 forglve them that trespass agalnst us.
And lead us not lnto temptatloni but dellver us from evll.
For thlne ls the klngdom, the pow.er, and the glory,
for cver and evea Amen.

Blessed ls he whoiomes ln the name of the Lord.Hosanna ln the hlghest

Lord you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will, ' -r"
these gifts of bread and wine
may be ro us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

:1? :" the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;

|;,,1':911:rg grr: it to his disciptes, sayins

.111?,:i.l,nis 
is my body which is given for you;

oo tnts in remembrance of me.

ln the same way, after the supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;

!e grve t to them, saying:
o.r]nf fril all of you; lhiJ is my blood of the new covenant,which is shed for you and for manril;;; forgiveness of sins.Do this as often ., yo, drink iq in ."r*ir"nce of me.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
g:T you destroyed our death,
t'rsrng, you restored our llfe;
Lord Jesus, come ln gtory.



Breaking ofthe BreadThe priest breolcs the consecrated breod

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the .in of .h"ffi
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you
but only say the word, and I shallle healed.

rhe Agnus Dei moy be sard or sung os the ministers recejye communion

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Allwho are baptised ond rove the Lord ore wercome to receive Hory communion.lf you would prefer to receive o b/esslng insteod,p/eose keep your hands down, ond thepriest will proy for you.
Pleose keep this time proyerfuily untl oil who wish hove received communion.

Prayer after Communion
The priest moy proy a short proyer refleaing the theme of the doy,then:

Father of all, we glve you thanks and pralse,
that when we u/ere stlll far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dylng and llving, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Chrlstts body llve his risen llfe;
we who drlnk hls cup brlng llfe to others;
we whom the Splrlt llghts glve llght to the world.
Keep us flrm ln the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your chlldren shall be free,
and the whole earth Ilve to pralse your namei
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A final hymn moy be sung - we stond

The Blessins and Dismissal
Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one
things earthly and heavenly,

fill you with peace and goodwill
and make you partakers of the divine nature;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
!n the name of Chrlst. Amen.

A vofutilory ondl or o recessionol moy follow.


