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{bout this Service
Melcome to this Service of Licensing and Installation. Today we

nark a special moment in the life of this parish & benefice and a

tew stage on our journey of discipleship, which brings a new
lriest to work alongside the many people who are already called
.o serve in the mission and ministry of the church in this place.

About us
3t. Mary and St Michael Sittingbourne parish is part of the
3ittingbourne Team ministry with Holy Trinity Sittingbourne with
Sobbing. As a parish, and a team we are excited to welcome

-esley and Richard to become part of our family.
fhere has been a Church on this site since the 1lth century and
t has been a central part of Sittingbourne's history. We are
:aking seriously our role as a civic church and look forward to this
new chapter.
Our Values as Team and Parishl
r To help people connect with God.
r To connect with one another and love one another as Christ

has loved us.
r l[ connect with the people of Sittingbourne.

About our new Priest
Lesley spent most of her life in Sunderland with the exception of
a few years in Spain - where she met husband Richard - and
over 10 years in Dorset where their daughter Rosie was
born. Prior to ordination Lesley had a pastoral role in a C of E

Secondary school while studying with the Lindisfarne Regional

Training Partnership. The family moved to Sittingbourne four
years ago when Richard took up a new role with a company
based in lvtaidstone and Lesley became an Assistant Curate in the
Benefice of Milton Regis with Murston, Bapchild and Tonge.
During this time Rosie attended SCC and stayed on for a further
year ifter completing her studies to support students in the
music and drama departments and work in the classroom as a
Teaching Assistant.

Before the Service begins
The Area Dean, Mike Resch will give notices, including the
invitation to the reception, and annaunce the Processional Hymn.

The Procession
Choir

Readers
Clergy

The Area Dean and Lay Chair of Deanery Synod
The Archdeacon of Maidstone

The Churchwardens
The Bishop of Dover

The Bishop's Chaplain

All stand to sing - The Processional Hymn

Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter every trembling heart.

Come, Almighty to delivel
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and neve[
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
prdy, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation;
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee:
changed from glory into glory, 

,

till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonde[ love, and praise.



Welcome and Introduction

The Bishop greets the congregation

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
and also with you.

The Bishop welcomes the people and introduces the service.

Brothers and sisters, we have come together to worship Almighty
God, who has called us into the fellowship of his universal Church
through baptism. God has given us the gifts of word and
sacrament and entrusted us with the work of mission and service
in the communities where we live and work.

Over the years God has been working among his people here and
has now brought us to this important moment in our life
together. He has also been walking with Lesley in her life and
ministry bringing her to this new point along the way. As these
two journeys now converge, it is good that those who have
worshipped and witnessed with Lesley have come to commend
her to us.

So, we welcome Lesley, who has been chosen as the new priest
of this parish/benefice, and we celebrate all that her coming
among us will mean.

Presentation and Commendation
The Archdeacon, Lesley and a representative of her
previous sphere of ministry and the churchwardens stand
before the Bishop.

Archdeacon
Right Reverend Father in God, I present to you Lesley
Marie Jones who after prayerful consideration and due
consultation has been chosen to serve as Priest
in this benefice, and I ask you to admit her to this
cure of souls.

A representative of the benefice of Milton Regis with
Murston, Bapchild and Tonge

Right Reverend Father in God, I, George Rogers,
Vicar of the benefice of Milton Regis with Murston,
Bapchild and Tonge, who have shared Lesley's
ministry in the benefice warmly commend her to you
and to the people of this benefice.

Bishop
I thank you for your presentation and commendation.
Lesley, I greet you, Richard and Rosie in the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ. As we together dedicate
ourselves afresh to God's ministry and mission, I ask
you, in the presence of this congregation:
are you willing to receive this cure?

Lesley I am, the Lord being my helper.

The Bishop addresses fhe people of the benefice

Bishop People of God, is it your will that Lesley should
serve with you in this benefice?

All It is.

Bishop Will you support and uphold her in this
ministry?
With the help of God, we will.

Bishop Brothers and sisters in Christ,
because Lesley cannot fulfil this ministry
without the help of God,
let us pray that she may be a faithful pastor
and a true shepherd'of God's PeoPle.

All



God our Father, Lord of all the world,
we thank you that through your Son
you have called us into the fellowship of your
universal church.
Hear our prayer for your faithful people
that each in their vocation and ministry
may be an instrument of your love;
and give to your servant Lesley,
now to be licensed as the parish priest
the needful gifts of grace
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Al! sit
The Liturgy of the Word

The Reading John 15:1-L7 read by Maureen Jepson
(Churchwarden, St. Laurence, Bapchild) and Elizabeth
Sabine (Churchwarden, St, Michael's, Sittingbourne)

The Sermon

By the Bishop of Dove; the Right Rev. Trevor Willmott.

Hymn

A new commandment, I give unto you
That you love one another; as I have loved you.
That you love one another, as I have loved you.

By this, shall all know that you are my disciples,
If you have love one for another.
By this, shall all know you are my disciples,
If you have love one for another.

A new commandment, I give unto you
That you love one another, as I have loved you.
That you love one another, as I have loved you.

The Licensing

Lesley stands before the Bishop and is joined by the
Churchwardens.
The Bishop introduces The Licensing and says:

The Church of England is part of the One, Holy Catholic and
Apostolic Church worshipping the one true God, Father; Son and
Holy spirit. It professes the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy
scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds, which faith the
church is called upon to proclaim afresh in each generation. Led
by the Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to christian truth in its
historic formularies, the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion, the Book
of Common Prayer, and the Ordering of Bishops, priests and
Deacons. In the Declaration you are about to make, will you
affirm your loyalty to this inheritance of faith as your inspiration
and guidance under God, in bringing the grace and truth of christ
to this generation and making Him known to those in your care?

Lesley affirms and takes the oaths, saying

I, Lesley Marie Jones, do so affirm, and accordingly declare my
belief in the faith which is revealed in the Holy scriptures and set
forth in the catholic creeds and to which the historic formularies
of the church of England bear witness; and in public prayer and
administration of the sacraments, I will use only the Forms of
Service which are authorised or allowed by Canon,

Taking a New Testament, she turns to the people and says
I, Lesley Marie Jones, swear that I will be faithful and bear
true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the second,
her heirs and successors, according to law: so help me God.

Continuing to hold the New Testament, she turns to the
bishop and says
I, Lesley Marie Jones, do swear by Almighty God that I will
pay true and canonical obedience to the Lord Archbishop of
Canterbury and his successors in all things lawful and
honest: so help me God



Lesley signs the Declarations.

Bishop Christian ministry is a partnership.
Lesley will you work with your colleagues in this
Parish/Benefice and Deanery to build up the
Body of Christ?

With God's help, I will.

Members of the PCC will you work joyfully with
your new colleague in a spirit of collaboration
and dedication?

With the help of God, we will.

We now ask God's blessing

Lesley

Bishop

Team

Bishop
upon Lesley's ministrY among You.

All kneel, Lesley kneeling before the Bishop

Silence is kept.

AII sing

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me;
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me;
break me, melt me, mould me, fill me;
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us;
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us;
break us, melt us, mould us, fill us;
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us.

Remain kneeling

Bishop
Almighty Father, give your servant Lesley grace to

fulfil her calling in this parish/benefice.
Give her reverence in ministering the sacraments,
faithfulness in proclaiming your word, diligence in pastoral

care, tenderness in comforting, power in healing the
wounds of Christ's people, and humility and self-sacrifice in
all things: that, following the steps of your Son, she may
guide your people towards eternal joy; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

The Bishop reads the licence and then says to Lesley

Receive this Cure of Souls, which is both mine and
yours; in the name of the Fatheri and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

and she answers Amen.

The Bishop stands and, taking his pastoral staff, blesses the
Lesley, saYing:
God give you the spirit of holy discipline, of
faithfulness, and of love for all his people; and
the blessing of God Almighty, the Fathe[ the Son,

and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with
you alwaYs,

All Amen.

AII stand

The Installation

Bishop Archdeacon Stephen, I ask you to install and
defend LesleY in her.ministrY'

The Archdeacon conducts Lesley to her stall and says



Lesley, by virtue of the authority given to me, I place you in
the stall of the Minister of this parish. The Lord guard and
guide you in his service; and may God the Holy Trinity
make you strong in faith and love, defend you on every
side, and guide you in the ways of truth and peace. Amen.

Lesley the new Parish Priest then stands with the Bishop,

Bishop
facing the congregation.
People of this parish, I present to you your new
parish priest, and invite you to greet her in the
name of Christ. I commend them to your love
and prayers.
We welcome you! May the Lord bless you
and make you a blessing among us.

Ail

The Area Dean welcomes Lesley and introduces others who
offer a brief word of welcome.

The Celebration of Shared Ministry
Bringing Christ to the community
As this hymn is sung Lesley, escorted by the Archdeacon and two
Churchwardens, goes the font. The Bishop and his Chaplain go to
chairs in the sanctuary. The various other participants move to
the places where they are needed.

Hymn

1. Brothe1 siste[ let me serve you;
let me be as Christ to you;
pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.

2. We are pilgrims on a journey,
and companions on the road;
we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.

Remain standing

Lesley says

Brothers and sisters in Christ, as fellow servants we share
in the task of proclaiming the Gospel, celebrating the
Sacraments, making new Christians, building each other up

in the life of faith, and caring for all - especially those in
need. Let us commit ourselves afresh to the ministry to
which God calls us.

Fr. Jim Teating a local representative of Churches Together says:

Jesus said: "Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising
them in the name of the Father and of the son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I
have commanded you." Matthew 28.19-20
At this point Lestey witl toll a bell to herald the start of a
new partnership between priest and people of God looking
together to draw the wider community into the fellowship of
the church.

A jug of water is presented by Mrs Joy Kiley, parishioner:

We are called to witness to Christ and welcome all who walk
with us in the fellowship of faith, to nurture and encourage
them as children of the same heavenly Father, that together
we may serve God and grow into the stature of his son,
Jesus Christ.

Lestey pours the water into the font, and says

Lord, Pour Your love into our hearts
Alt and help us share this love with others.

Lestey may sprinkte water over the congregation as a
reminder of their baptism and commitment to live as

disciples of Jesus.



Bringing hope to the world

3. I will hold the Christlight for you
in the nighttime of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.

4. I will weep when you are weeping;
when you laugh I'll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow,
till we've seen this journey through.

The procession moves down the aisle to the Lectern
Mrs Angie Armstrong, Little Saints Leader:

The prophet Isaiah wrote: "The spirit of the Lord God is
upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent
me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the
broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord's
favour." Isaiah 6L.L-2a

An open Bible is presented by Mr. Malcolm Lewis,
Authorised Lay M inister:

We are called to let the word of God dwell in us richly, that
we may be transformed by the renewing of our minds and
discern the will of God, and to proclaim the message of the
Gospel, in season and out of season, by what we say and
the way we live.

Lesley places the Bible on the Lectern, anci says

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written
for our learning: help us so to hear them, to read, mark,
learn and inwardly digest them that, through patience, and
the comfort of your holy word, we may embrace and for

ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life, which you have
given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever.
All Amen.

The procession moves to the Chancel Step.
The Area Dean says

Hear what is written in the Gospel of St Mark: "Jesus went
about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and
began to send them out two by two, and gave them
authority over the unclean spirits. So, they went out and
proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many
demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and
cured them," Mark 6. 6-7, 12-13

A vessel of olive oil is presented by Mr. David Cummings,
PCC Secretary:
We are called to turn away from sin and to be faithful to
Christ, that in our words and in our lives, we may proclaim
the good news of forgiveness and healing.

Lesley Lord, dwell among us, renew our life,
All and by your Spirit bring us into wholeness

and peace,

The procession moves towards the Sanctuary and Lesley
places the oil on the Holy Table

Being faithful to God
At the Holy Table, the Archdeacon says
Hear the words of St Paul: "The cup of blessing that we
bless, is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? The bread
that we break, is it not a sharing in the body of Christ?"



Bread and wine are presented by Mrs. Tracy Williams
Assista nt Ch u rchwa rden :

Jesus is known among us in the breaking of bread. He

accepts the offering of our lives, gives us freely of himself,
and makes us one in him.
Lesley lays the Bread and Wine on the Holy Table, and says

All
As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the death of the Lord until he
comes,
May we who share Christ's body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others.

When we sing to God in heaven,
we shall find such harmony,
born of all we've known together
of Christ's love and agony.

Brotheq sister, let me serve you;
let me be as Christ to you;

pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.

All kneel.
Lesley kneels at the altar rail with the Churchwardens and
her new ministerial colleagues.

Taking his pastoral staff, the Bishop says
Almighty God, who has given you the will to
undertake this ministry, give you also grace and
strength to perform it; in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All Amen.

The Prayers
Lesley leads the prayers, concluding with the Lord's Prayer.

As our Saviour taught us, so we Pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven,
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us,
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evi!.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

As this hymn is sung a collection is taken for the Diocesan
Ministry Training Fund which supports those training for
ordination. Please give generously.

Hymn

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;
tender to me the promise of his word;
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name!

6.

All

5.

Lesley
Ail

Eternal God,
the light of the minds that know You,
the Life of the souls that love You,
and the strength of the hearts that serve you:
Help us, so to know you that we may truly
love your and so to love you that we may
fully serve you, whom to serve is perfect
freedom, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;
his mercy sure, from age to age to same;
his holy Name; the Lord, the Mighty One.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!
Powers and dominions lay their glory by.

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure,
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord

to children's children and for evermore!

Conclusion and Blessing

Bishop

All

Lesley

May the boldness of the Spirit transform you,
may the gentleness of the Spirit lead you,
may the gifts of the Spirit equip you

to serve and worshiP God;
and the blessing of God almightY,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Go in peace and joy as the servants of the Lord

In the name of Christ. Amen.

The Bishop and the new Parish Priest process out together.
Applause.may be appropriate. Please start the refreshments,
disnop Trevor and Lesley will ioin you there shortly.


