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IiJELCOME TO THE 2018 POCKET PRAYERS

We invite you to pray with Christians from around the
world during the nine days between Ascension and
Pentecost, using art and scripture. Changed Lives ---

Changing Lives is our guiding theme this year as we pray
afresh for the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

In doing so, we join thousands of others around the world
as part of Thy Kingdom Come - an initiative encouraging
people to explore through prayer how they might
courageously witness to God's life-changing work.

As the apostles prayed together following Jesus' ascension,
waiting for the Holy Spirit to come at Pentecost, so we
wait and pray today. They prayed in obedience, trusting
that the way ahead would be revealed. May we, like the
disciples, pray anticipating that the Spirit will show us
new ways of living and loving. May we be open to where
God leads us, to be the change God wants to see in the
world - whatever that might require.

As God is at work in us he is also at work through us
changing the lives of others. Please join with us as we
pray together: 'Come Holy Spirit: thy hingdom come' and
may our waiting and praying this Novena open our hearts
afresh to God's possibilities.

HOtiJ TO USE THESE POCKET PRAYERS EACH DAY

l-00K at these scenes and meet the characters caught up
in life-changing moments, where the future is shaped
by their encounter with God. Let the images reveal new
possibilities for God's Word to transform us and others.

WAIT prayerfully for the Holy Spirit. Pause, creating a space
into which God can speak.

REA0 the Bible text, allow it to enliven your heart, stir your
soul and spark your imagination.

LISTEN for insight through idea or image, through
recollection or curiosity. Let that Word dwell within you,
as you listen for yourself and your community.

RESP0NI) to the prompting of the Word, with an action that
leads to life-giving change.

Let the words of the collect gather up and bless these
moments of prayerful waiting upon God, so his Kingdom
might be seen more fully in you.
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FRIDAY 11 MAY: PRAISE

[00K... andbe curious.

WAIT... with prayerful expectation.

Cone Holy Spirit: Thy Kingdom Corne.

REA0... the text with an open mind.

As for me, I said in my prosperity, "I shall never be moved." By
your favour, O Lord, you had establisheci me as a strong mountain;
you hicl your face; I was dismayed. To you, O Lord, I criecl, iiud to
the Lorcl I made supplication: "What prolit is thele in my death, i{
I go down to the Pit? Will the dust ;rraise you? Will it tell of your
faithfuhress? Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me! O Lord, bc my
helper!" You. have turned my mouming into dancing; you have
taken offmy sackcloth and clothecl me with joy, so that my soul may
plaise you and not bc silcnt. O Lord my God, I will give thanks to
you forerrcr.

(Psalm 3o:6-tz)

LISTEN... for a word with a willing heart.

RESP0N0... with prayer and action.

Oh God, mal<er of mountains
present in our highest heights ancl lowest depths,
as we recognise all that you have saved us from,
help us also to see the life you lead us to.
l)lawn from thc pit of despair
mrv we stir rrp dusl lo sing
and make it our delight to dance
in praise ofyou.
Amen.
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SATUHDAY 12 MAY: THANKS

100K... and be curious.

WAIT... with prayerful expectation.

Come Holy Spirit: Thy Kingdom Come.

REAI)... the text with an open mind.

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region
betlveen Samaria and Gaiilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers
approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying,
"Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" When he saw them, he said to
them, "Go and show yourselves to the priests." And as they went,
they were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated
himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him. And he was a Sarnaritan.
Then Jesus asked, "Were not ten made clean? But the other nine,
where are they? Was none ofthem found to return and give praise to
God except this foreigner?" Then he saicl to him, "Get up and go on
your way; your faith has made you well."

(Luke t7:tt-tg)

LISIEN... for a word with a willing heart.

RESP0N[)... with prayer and action.

Oh God of pity and of the pitifuI,
help us to recognise ourselves in this story
and to weigh the gratitude in our hearts.
As we throw ourselves at your feet, heal us,

and be a wellspring ofthankfulness rising up in us

for change and transformation.
Amen.
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SUNDAY 13 MAY: S0RBY

100(... and be curious.

WA|T... with prayerful expectation.

Come HoIy Spirit: Thy Kingdom Come.

READ... the text with an open rnind.

While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of
the high priest came by. When she saw Peter warming himself, she
stared at him and said, "You also were with Jesus, the man from
Nazareth." But he denied it, saying, "I do not know or understand
what you are talking about." And he went out into the forecoufi.
Then the cock crowed. And the servant-girl, on seeing him, began
again to say to the bystanders, "This man is one of them." But again
he denied it. Then after a little while the bystanders again said to
Peter, "Certainlyyou are one of them; foryou are a Galilean." Buthe
began to curse, and he swore an oath, "I do not know this man you
are talking about. "At that moment the cock crowed for the second
time. Then Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him, "Before
the cock crows twice, you wili deny me three times." And he broke
dor+,n and wept.

(Mark t4:66-Zz)

LISTEN... for a word with a willing heart.

RESP0ND... with prayer and action.

Oh God ofthe cock-crow and the bitter tears,
may our hearts be truly broken
by every denial ofyour long, suffering love for us,

every rejection of each other,
every cowardly and self-protective moment.
With the morning, bring your mending
so that dauntless
we may find ourselves able to walk the way of the cross again
Amen.
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M0NDAY 14 MAY: 0FFEB

100K... and be curious.

llllAIT,.. with prayerful expectation.

Come HoIy Spirit: Thy I(ngdom Come.

READ... ttre text with an open rnind,

They brought the child to EIi. And she said, "Oh, my lord! As you
live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing here in your
presence, pralrrng to the Lord. For this child I prayed; and the Lord
has granted me the petition that I made to him. Therefore I have lent
him to the Lord; as long as he lives, he is given to the Lord."

She left him there for the Lord.

(t Samuel t:z;b-z9)

tlSTEN... for a word with a willing heart.

RESP0NI)... with prayer and action.

Oh self-surrendering God,
you are glad for each gift we offer up to you.
As Hannah let go of eve4rthing she had prayed tbr,
every,,thing she had longed for,
everlthing you blessed her with,
it seems her heart did not break
and that you blessed her more.
So in our letting go of eve4..thing we pray for,
and every.thing we long for,
may we too know your blessing
breaking in our 1ives.

Amen.
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TUESDAY 15 MAY: PRAY FOB

100K... and be curious.

WA|T... with prayerftil expectation.

Corne IIol1, Spirit: 'I'hy l(ilgdom Come.

REA0... ttre text with an opcn mind.

"Ask, and it will be given you; sezrrch, and you will find; knock, and
the door will be openecl for you. For cvcryone who asks receives, and
everyone who searches finds, and fbl cveryone who knocks, the door
will be openecl. Is thcre arlyone among yon who, if your child nsks
fcl- bread, will givc a stone? Or if the child asks fbr a 1ish, will give
a snal<e? If yor.r then, who are evil, know how to give goocl gifts to
your children, how much nrore will youl Fatlier in heaven give good
things to thosc rvho asl< him!"
(MotLheu 7:7-tz)

LlSTtN... for a word with a willing heart.

BESP0ND... with prayer and action.

Oh God of invitation,
trs we stand at thc door,
as wc ask the harcl rluestions,
as we search you out,
rnalr we scnse you alreacly at work
preparing a fcast of answers,
drawing us ovel the thrcshold
and satisS,ing all our hungers.
Amen-
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IIIIEDNESDAY 16 MAY: HELP

100K... and be curious.

WA|T... with prayerful cxpectation.

Come Holy Spirit: Thy Kingdom Come.

READ... the text with an open mind.

When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported
that he was at home. So many gathered around that there was no
longer room for them, not even in front of the door; and he was
speaking the word to them. Then sorne people came, bringing to
him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. And when they could
not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof
above him; and after having dug through it, they let dor,rm the mat
on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven ... I say to you, stand up, take
your mat and go to your home." And he stood up, and irnmediately
took the mat and went out before all of them; so that they were all
amazed and glorified God, saying, "We have never seen anlthing like
this!"
(Mark z:t-5, r-tz abr.)

LISTEN... for a word with a willing heart.

BESP0ND... with prayer and action.

Oh faithful God,
help us to {ind our way through the crowd to you.
Grant us faith to rip off the roof so we may see your face;
help us not to mind the mess
when we bring others into your presence for the lirst time.
And ifwe should ourselves be paralyzed
by fear and indecision
bless us with fiiends who will place us beibre your eyes
and entreat your healing.
Amen.



THURSDAY 17 MAY: ADORE

[00K,.. and be curious.

lllAIT... with prayerful expectation.

Come Holy Spirit: Thy Kingdom Come.

BEAD... the tert with an open mind.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by nigl-rt. ... And suddenly there was a

multitude ofthe heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace arnong those whom
he favours!" The shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord
has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this,
they made known what had been told them about this child; and
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. ...

The shepherds returned, glorifi.ing and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.

(Luke z:8, t3-t9, zo abr.)

LISTEN... for a word with a willing heart.

BESP0t'l[... with prayer and action.

Oh revealing God,
as we stand transfixed in an unexpected place,
crumpled and surprised to find ourselves irere,

invited, yet uncertain on the threshold,
help us to recognise our gorgeous Lord,Iesus.
Drar,ur in, may we kneel in wonder.
May we go away changed.
May we draw others to the stable too.
Anren.
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FRIDAY 18 MAY: CELEBBATE

[00K... and be curious.

WA|T... with prayerful expectation.

Come HoIy Spirit: Thy I(ingdom Corne.

READ... the text with an open mind.

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a

feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with
marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on
this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that
is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death fbrever. Then the
Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace
of his people he will take away from all the earth, fbr the Lord has
spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have
waited for hirn, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom
we have waited; let us be glad and reioice in his salvation. For the
hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain.
(Isaiah z5:6-to)

LISTEN... for a word with a willing heart.

RESP0ND... with prayer and action.

Oh gentle God,
you cross all the barriers of separation;
longing to be near Lrs,

you wipe away our tears,
you shower us with precious gifts;
yolrr comfoft soothes away our shamc.
May we spread the word
that you have spread a table
- and that all are welcome at your feast.
Arnen.
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SATURDAY 19 MAY: SILENCE

100K... and be curious.

WAIT... with prayerful expectation.

Come Holy Spirit: Thy Kingdom Corne.

READ... the text with an open rnind.

I wait for the Lord, my soui waits,
and in his word I hope;
my soul waits for the Lold
more than those who watch tbr the morning,
more than those who n atch for the morning.

(Psalnt t3o:5-6)

LISTEN... for a word with a willing heart.

BESP0ND... with prayer and action.

Oh God ofthe new day,

your Son Jesus l<new what it meant
to watch and wait through the dark silence of the longest night
Teach us how to wait with heaven's indrar.trr breatl'r

on tiptoe with anlicipation.
until all of our being reaches towards you,

all our desire is for you,
and all our onward movement is lbr your I(ngdom coming.

Amen.



MEET THE ARTIST: IAN PENTNEY

Ian Pentney is an Architect and Illustrator based in London and is
currently taking an MA in Childrens' Books and Graphic Novels at
Middlesex University.

He says:

"Drawing has always been a passion for me since I was a little boy and
is central to my practice as an Architect and as an Illustrator' I use

drawing with or without colour to communicate design ideas and as a

narrative tool in story4elling. I'm also passionate about keeping travel
sketchbooks, using the medium of pen and watercolour to explore the
uniqueness ofplace.

The opportunity to work on the Novena is, I think, a wonderful one,

because it brings together all the things I am most passionate about. For
me, my faith is really very central and I love this idea of using image and
text together to help people to find a way to pray. For me, that's sort of
the perfect project."

View more of Ian's work at www.ianpentney.com



These pocket prayers are provided to help you pray daily,
whenever and wherever you can, between Ascension and

Pentecost. You will be joining individuals, groups, schools,

churches and deaneries praying together throughout Kent, the
UK and the world.

Pray expecting the Holy Spirit to empower us in new ways; wait
for a renewing experience of God's strengthening to us and our

Christian communities.

Additional prayer resources, including Daily Waiting liturgies
with reflections, can be found at:

www. canterburydiocese. org/novena

With grateful thanks to Ian Pentney for giving permission to
reproduce his work.

Dioceee o/Canterbury
cl{At{caD rruEs o cunHclllc-ituts

Scripture taken from New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised
Edition. Copyright @ 1989, 1995 the Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of

America. Images copyT ight O Ian Pentney zor8'
Prayers copynight @ Joss Walker zor8. All rights reserwed.
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